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  The Michael L. Printz Award for Excellence in Young Adult Literature 
 

The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature. 
 

2021 Winner Everything Sad Is Untrue (a true story)  Daniel Nayeri    YA Nayeri 
At the front of a middle school classroom in Oklahoma, a boy named Khosrou (whom everyone calls "Daniel") stands, trying to tell a story. His story. But no one 

believes a word he says. To them he is a dark-skinned, hairy-armed boy with a big butt whose lunch smells funny; who makes things up and talks about poop too 

much. But Khosrou's stories, stretching back years, and decades, and centuries, are beautiful, and terrifying, from the moment he, his mother, and sister fled Iran in 

the middle of the night, stretching all the way back to family tales set in the jasmine-scented city of Isfahan, the palaces of semi-ancient kings, and even the land of 

stories. We bounce between a school bus of kids armed with paper clip missiles and spitballs, to the heroines and heroes of Khosrou's family's past, who ate pastries 

that made them weep, and touched carpets woven with precious gems. Like Scheherazade in a hostile classroom, author Daniel Nayeri weaves a tale of Khosrou 

trying to save his own life: to stake his claim to the truth. And it is (a true story). It is Daniel's. 

2021 Honor Apple (Skin to the Core)    Eric Gansworth  Juvenile PS 3557 .A5196 .A66 2020 
The term "Apple" is a slur in Native communities across the country. It's for someone supposedly "red on the outside, white on the inside." Eric Gansworth is telling 

his story in Apple (Skin to the Core). The story of his family, of Onondaga among Tuscaroras, of Native folks everywhere. From the horrible legacy of the government 

boarding schools, to a boy watching his siblings leave and return and leave again, to a young man fighting to be an artist who balances multiple worlds. Eric shatters 

that slur and reclaims it in verse and prose and imagery that truly lives up to the word heartbreaking. 

2021 Honor Dragon Hoops      Gene Luen Yang  Juvenile GV 885.73 .O25 .Y36 2020 
Gene understands stories - comic book stories, in particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins. But Gene doesn't get sports. As a kid, his friends 

called him 'Stick' and every basketball game he played ended in pain. He lost interest in basketball long ago, but at the high school where he now teaches, it's all 

anyone can talk about. The men's varsity team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season that's been decades in the making. Each victory brings them closer to 

their ultimate goal: the California State Championships. Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes that their story is just as thrilling as anything he's 

seen on a comic book page. He knows he has to follow this epic to its end. What he doesn't know yet is that this season is not only going to change the Dragons's 

lives, but his own life as well. 

2021 Honor Every Body Looking     Candice Iloh    YA Iloh 
A mixed-heritage dancer's coming of age within the African diaspora is shaped by abuse at the hands of a cousin, her mother's descent into addiction, and her 

father's efforts to create a Nigerian-inspired home in America.  Ada" means first daughter, means oldest girl, means most pressure. When Ada leaves home for her 

freshman year at a historical Black college, it's the first time that she's been able to make her own choices. As she stumbles deeper into the world of dance and 

explores her sexuality, she also begins to wrestle with her past-- her mother's struggle with addiction, her Nigerian father's attempts to make a home for her. Will she 

find the courage to shape a life of her own? 

2021 Honor We Are Not Free     Traci Chee    YA Chee 
For fourteen-year-old budding artist Minoru Ito, her two brothers, her friends, and the other members of the Japanese-American community in southern California, 

the three months since Pearl Harbor was attacked have become a waking nightmare: attacked, spat on, and abused with no way to retaliate--and now things are 

about to get worse, their lives forever changed by the mass incarcerations in the relocation camps.    
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2020 Winner  Dig       A. S. King    YA King 
Five white teenage cousins who are struggling with the failures and racial ignorance of their dysfunctional parents and their wealthy grandparents, reunite for 

Easter. 

2020 Honor Beast Player      Nahoko Uehashi (translated by Cathy Hirano) YA Uehashi 
An epic YA fantasy about a girl with a special power to communicate with magical beasts and the warring kingdom only she can save.  Erin's family cares for the 

fearsome water serpents that form the core of their kingdom's army. When some of the beasts mysteriously die, Elin's mother is sentenced to death as punishment. 

2020 Honor Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up With Me  Mariko Tamaki (illustrated by Rosemary Valero-O’Connell) YA Graphic Tamaki 
Laura Dean, the most popular girl in high school, was Frederica Riley's dream girl, but Freddy is learning she is not the best girlfriend, so she seeks help from a 

mysterious medium and advice columnists to help her through being a teenager in love. 

2020 Honor Ordinary Hazards:  A Memoir   Nikki Grimes    Juvenile PS 3557 .R489982 .Z46 2019 

Growing up with a mother suffering from paranoid schizophrenia and a mostly absent father, Nikki Grimes found herself terrorized by babysitters, shunted from 

foster family to foster family, and preyed upon by those she trusted. At the age of six, she poured her pain onto a piece of paper late one night - and discovered the 

magic and impact of writing. 
2020 Honor Where the World Ends    Geraldine McCaughrean  YA McCaughrean 
In the summer of 1727, Quill and his friends are put ashore on a remote sea stac to harvest birds for food, and only the end of the world can explain why no boat 

returns to collect them. 
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2019 Winner  The Poet X:  a novel     Elizabeth Acevedo   YA Acavedo 
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into curves, Xiomara Batista has learned to let her fists 

and her fierceness do the talking. She pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers--especially 

after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. 
2019 Honor Damsel      Elana K. Arnold   YA Arnold 
The rite has existed for as long as anyone can remember: When the king dies, his son the prince must venture out into the gray lands, slay a fierce dragon, and rescue 

a damsel to be his bride. This is the way things have always been. When Ama wakes in the arms of Prince Emory, she knows none of this. She has no memory of what 

came before she was captured by the dragon or what horrors she faced in its lair. 
2019 Honor Heart in a Body in the World    Deb Caletti    YA Caletti 
Followed by Grandpa Ed in his RV and backed by her brother and friends, Annabelle, eighteen, runs from Seattle to Washington, D.C., becoming a reluctant activist 

as people connect her journey to her recent trauma.  Annabelle is running. From Seattle to Washington, DC, through mountain passes and suburban landscapes, 

from long lonely roads to college towns. 

2019 Honor I, Claudia      Mary McCoy    YA McCoy 
Over the course of her high school years, awkward Claudia McCarthy finds herself unwittingly drawn into the dark side of her school's student government, with dire 

consequences.  Claudia McCarthy never expected to be in charge of Imperial Day Academy, but is pulled into the tumultuous and high-profile world of the Senate 

and Honor Council. Suddenly, Claudia is wielding power over her fellow students that she never expected to have. 

 

2018 Winner  We Are Okay     Nina LaCour   YA LaCour 
After picking up and leaving everything behind in California, eighteen-year-old Marin, with the help of her former friend, must confront her grief and the truths that 

caused her to flee her home. 
2018 Honor Hate U Give     Angie Thomas   YA Thomas 
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy 

balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 

unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. 
2018 Honor Long Way Down    Jason Reynolds  YA Reynolds 
There are three rules in the neighborhood: Don't cry ; Don't snitch ; Get revenge. Will takes his dead brother Shawn's gun, and gets in the elevator on the 7th floor. 

As the elevator stops on each floor, someone connected to Shawn gets on. Someone already dead. Dead by teenage gun violence. And each has something to share 

with Will. 
2018 Honor Strange the Dreamer    Laini Taylor   YA Taylor 
The dream chooses the dreamer, not the other way around - and Lazlo Strange, war orphan and junior librarian, has always feared that his dream chose poorly. 

Since he was five years old he's been obsessed with the mythic lost city of Weep, but it would take someone bolder than he to cross half the world in search of it. Then 

a stunning opportunityts itself, in the person of a hero called the Godslayer and a band of legendary warriors, and he has to seize his chance or lose his dream 

forever. 
2018 Honor Vincent and Theo:  The Van Gogh Brothers Deborah Heiligman  Juvenile ND 653 .G7 .H39 2017 
The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. They shared everything, swapping stories of lovers and friends, 

successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. Heiligman draws on the letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime to weave a tale of two lives 

intertwined as Theo supported Vincent's struggles to find his path in life. 



Noel Wien Library • 1215 Cowles Street • Fairbanks, Alaska  99701 • (907) 459-1052 • 02/04/21 • Page 4 

 

2017 Winner March:  Book Three    John Lewis   Graphic Literatur E 840.8 .L43 .A3 2016 
By the fall of 1963, the Civil Rights Movement has penetrated deep into the American consciousness, and as a chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee, John Lewis is guiding the tip of the spear. Through relentless direct action, SNCC continues to force the nation to confront its own blatant injustice, but 

for every step forward, the danger grows more intense: Jim Crow strikes back through legal tricks, intimidation, violence, and death.... 
2017 Honor The Passion of Dolssa    Julie Berry   YA Berry 
In mid-thirteenth century Provence, Dolssa de Stigata is a fervently religious girl who feels the call to preach, condemned by the Inquisition as an "unnatural 

woman," and hunted by the Dominican Friar Lucien who fears a resurgence of the Albigensian heresy; Botille is a matchmaker trying to protect her sisters from 

being branded as gypsies or witches--but when she finds the hunted Dolssa dying on a hillside, she feels compelled to protect her, a decision that may cost her 

everything. 
2017 Honor Asking For It     Louise O’Neill  YA O’Neill 
It's the beginning of the summer in a small town in Ireland. Emma O'Donovan is eighteen years old, beautiful, happy, confident. One night, there's a party. Everyone 

is there. All eyes are on Emma. The next morning, she wakes on the front porch of her house. She can't remember what happened, she doesn't know how she got 

there. She doesn't know why she's in pain.... 
2017 Honor Scythe      Neal Shusterman  YA Shusterman 
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly killed ('gleaned') by professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must compete 

with each other to become a scythe--a position neither of them wants. The one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn't. 
2017 Honor The Sun Is Also A Star   Nicola Yoon   YA Yoon 
Natasha: I'm a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I'm definitely not the kind of girl who 
meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to 
Jamaica. Falling in love with him won't be my story. Daniel: I've always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents' high 
expectations... 
 

2016 Winner Bone Gap     Laura Ruby   YA Ruby 
Eighteen-year-old Finn, an outsider in his quiet Midwestern town, is the only witness to the abduction of town favorite Roza, but his inability to distinguish between 

faces makes it difficult for him to help with the investigation, and subjects him to even more ridicule and bullying. 
2016 Honor Out of Darkness    Ashley Hope Perez  YA Perez 
Loosely based on a school explosion that took place in New London, Texas in 1937, this is the story of two teenagers: Naomi, who is Mexican, and Wash, who is 

black, and their dealings with race, segregation, love, and the forces that destroy people. 
2016 Honor The Ghosts of Heaven    Marcus Sedgwick  YA Sedgwick 
Four linked stories of discovery and survival begin with a Paleolithic-era girl who makes the first written signs, continue with Anna, who people call a witch, then a 

mad twentieth-century poet who watches the ocean knowing the horrors it hides, and concluding with an astronaut on the first spaceship from Earth sent to colonize 

another world. 
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2015 Winner I’ll Give You The Sun   Jandy Nelson   YA Nelson 
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points in time, and in separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah. 

2015 Honor And We Stay     Jenny Hubbard  YA Hubbard 
Sent to an Amherst, Massachusetts, boarding school after her ex-boyfriend shoots himself, seventeen-year-old Emily expresses herself through poetry as she relives 

their relationship, copes with her guilt, and begins to heal. 
2015 Honor The Carnival at Bray   Jessie Ann Foley   YA Foley 
It's 1993, and Generation X pulses to the beat of Kurt Cobain and the grunge movement. Sixteen-year-old Maggie Lynch is uprooted from big-city Chicago to a 

windswept town on the Irish Sea. Surviving on care packages of Spin magazine and Twizzlers from her rocker uncle Kevin, she wonders if she'll ever find her place in 

this new world. When first love and sudden death simultaneously strike, a naive but determined Maggie embarks on a forbidden pilgrimage that will take her to a 

seedy part of Dublin and on to a life-altering night in Rome to fulfill a dying wish. Through it all, Maggie discovers an untapped inner strength to do the most 

difficult but rewarding thing of all-- live. 

2015 Honor Grasshopper Jungle    Andrew Smith   YA Smith 
Austin Szerba narrates the end of humanity as he and his best friend Robby accidentally unleash an army of giant, unstoppable bugs and uncover the secrets of a 

decades-old experiment gone terribly wrong. 

2015 Honor This One Summer    Mariko Tamaki  YA Graphic Literature Tamaki 
Rose and her parents have been going to Awago Beach since she was a little girl. It's her summer getaway, her refuge. Her friend Windy is always there, too, like the little 

sister she never had, completing her summer family. But this summer is different. Rose's mom and dad won't stop fighting, and Rose and Windy have gotten tangled up in a 

tragedy-in-the-making in the small town of Awago Beach. It's a summer of secrets and heartache, and it's a good thing Rose and Windy have each other. 

 

2014 Winner Midwinterblood    Marcus Sedgwick  YA Sedgwick 
In 2073 on the remote and secretive island of Blessed, whee rumour has it that no one ages and no children are born, a ritual sacrifice takes place. It echoes a 

moment ten centuries before, when, in the dark of the moon, a king was slain, tragically torn from his queen. Their souls search to be reunited, and as mother and 

son, artist and child, forbidden lovers, victims of a vampire, after they come close to finding what they've lost.... 

2014 Honor Eleanor & Park    Rainbow Rowell  YA Rowell 
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits--smart enough to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and 

desperate enough to try. 

2014 Honor Kingdom of Little Wounds   Susann Cokal   YA Cokal 
On the eve of Princess Sophia's wedding the Scandinavian city of Skyggehavn prepares to fete the occasion with a sumptuous display of riches. Yet beneath the 

veneer of celebration, a shiver of darkness creeps through the palace halls. A mysterious illness plagues the royal family, threatening the lives of the throne's heirs, 

and a courtier's wolfish hunger for the king's favors sets a devious plot in motion. In the palace at Skyggehave, things are seldom as they seem -- and when a single 

errant prick of a needle sets off a series of events that will alter the course of history, the fates of seamstress Ava Bingen and mute nursemaid Midi Sorte become 

irrevocably intertwined. 
2014 Honor Maggot Moon     Sally Gardner   YA Gardner 
An unlikely teenager risks all to expose the truth about a heralded moon landing. What if the football hadn't gone over the wall. On the other side of the wall there is 

a dark secret. And the devil. And the Moon Man. And the Motherland doesn't want anyone to know. But Standish Treadwell--who has different-colored eyes, who 

can't read, can't write, Standish Treadwell isn't bright--sees things differently than the rest of the "train-track thinkers." So when Standish and his only friend and 

neighbor, Hector, make their way to the other side of the wall, they see what the Motherland has been hiding. And it's big. 
2014 Honor Navigating Early    Clare Vanderpool  YA Vanderpool 
Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters. 
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2013 Winner In Darkness     Nick Lake   YA Lake 
In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, fifteen-year-old Shorty, a poor gang member from the slums of Site Soleil, is trapped in the rubble of a ruined hospital, 

and as he grows weaker he has visions and memories of his life of violence, his lost twin sister, and of Toussaint L'Ouverture, who liberated Haiti from French rule in 

the 1804. 

2013 Honor Aristotle and Dante     Benjamin Alire Saenz  YA Saenz 

  Discover the Secrets of the University 
Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to ask questions about himself, 

his parents, and his family that he has never asked before. 

2013 Honor Code Name Verity    Elizabeth Wein  YA Wein 
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she 

must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. 

2013 Honor Dodger     Terry Pratchett  YA Pratchett 
In an alternative version of Victorian London, a seventeen-year-old Dodger, a cunning and cheeky street urchin, unexpectedly rises in life when he saves a 

mysterious girl, meets Charles Dickens, and unintentionally puts a stop to the murders of Sweeny Todd. 

2013 Honor The White Bicycle    Beverley Brenna  YA Brenna 
Taylor Jane Simon, an eighteen-year-old girl with Asperger's Syndrome, struggles for independence and self-control as she deals with the effects of the illness on her 

daily life. 

 

2012 Winner Where Things Come Back   John Corey Whaley  YA Whaley 
Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his cousin's death by overdose, an alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, failed 

romances, and his younger brother's sudden disappearance 

2012 Honor Why We Broke Up    Daniel Handler  YA Handler 
Sixteen-year-old Min Green writes a letter to Ed Slaterton in which she breaks up with him, documenting their relationship and how items in the accompanying box, 

from bottle caps to a cookbook, foretell the end. 

2012 Honor The Returning     Christine Hinwood  YA Hinwood 
When the six-year war between the Uplanders and Downlanders is over and Cam returns home to his village, questions dog him, from how he lost an arm to why he 

was the only one of his fellow soldiers to survive, such that he must leave until his own suspicions are resolved. 

2012 Honor Jasper Jones     Craig Silvey   YA Silvey 
In small-town Australia, teens Jasper and Charlie form an unlikely friendship when one asks the other to help him cover up a murder until they can prove who is 

responsible. 

2012 Honor The Scorpio Races    Maggie Stiefvater  YA Stiefvater 
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both trying to keep 

hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to make it to the finish line. 
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2011 Winner Ship Breaker     Paolo Bacigalupi  YA Bacigalupi 
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a beached clipper ship with a girl in the 

wreckage, he has to decide if he should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. 

2011 Honor Stolen      Lucy Christopher  YA Christopher 
Sixteen-year-old Gemma, a British city-dweller, is abducted while on vacation with her parents and taken to the Australian outback, where she soon realizes that 

escape attempts are futile, and in time she learns that her captor is not as despicable as she first believed. 

2011 Honor Please Ignore Vera Dietz   A. S. King   YA King 
When her best friend, whom she secretly loves, betrays her and then dies under mysterious circumstances, high school senior Vera Dietz struggles with secrets that 

could help clear his name. 

2011 Honor Revolver     Marcus Sedgwick  YA Sedgwick 
Finland, 1910: Fifteen-year-old Sig is shocked to see a hole in the frozen lake outside his family's cabin and to find his father's corpse nearby. Why did Einar steer 

his dog sled across the lake instead of taking the safer land route? Sig's sister and stepmother go for help, leaving Sig alone with Einar's body in the cabin. Soon 

after, an armed stranger barges in, demanding a share of Einar's stolen gold from when the two men knew each other during the Alaska Gold Rush. 

2011 Honor Nothing     Janne Teller   YA Teller 
When thirteen-year-old Pierre Anthon leaves school to sit in a plum tree and train for becoming part of nothing, his seventh grade classmates set out on a desperate 

quest for the meaning of life. 

 

2010 Winner Going Bovine     Libba Bray   YA Bray 
Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen year-old who, after being diagnosed with Creutzfeldt-Jakob's (aka mad cow) disease, sets off on a road trip with a death-

obsessed video gaming dwarf he meets in the hospital, in an attempt to find a cure. 
2010 Honor Charles and Emma:      Deborah Heiligman  Juvenile QH 31 .D2 .H42 2009 

  The Darwins’ Leap of Faith 
"Charles Darwin published 'The origin of species,' his revolutionary treatise on evolution, in 1859. Even today, the theory of evolution creates tension between the 

scientific and religious communities. This same debate raged within Darwin himself and played an important part in his marriage: Emma's faith gave Charles a lot to 

think about as he worked on his controversial theory.... 

2010 Honor The Monstrumologist    Rick Yancey   YA Yancey 
In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr. Warthrop, a scientist who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they discover and 

attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi. 

2010 Honor Punkzilla     Adam Rapp   YA Rapp 
"Punkzilla" is on a mission to see his older brother "P", before "P" dies of cancer. Still buzzing from his last hit of meth, he embarks on a days-long trip from 

Portland, Ore. to Memphis, Tenn., writing letters to his family and friends. Along the way, he sees a sketchier side of America and worries if he will make it to see his 

brother in time. 

2010 Honor Tales of the Madman Underground:  John Barnes   YA Barnes 

  An Historical Romance, 1973 
In September 1973, as the school year begins in his depressed Ohio town, high-school senior Kurt Shoemaker determines to be "normal," despite his chaotic home 

life with his volatile, alcoholic mother and the deep loyalty and affection he has for his friends in the therapy group dubbed the Madman Underground. 
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2009 Winner Jellicoe Road      Melina Marchetta  YA Marchetta  
Abandoned by her drug-addicted mother at the age of eleven, high school student Taylor Markham struggles with her identity and family history at a boarding school 

in Australia.  

2009 Honor The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, M. T. Anderson  YA Anderson  

 Traitor to the Nation; v. II:  The Kingdom on the Waves 
After escaping a death sentence in the summer of 1775, Octavian and his tutor find shelter but no safe harbor in British-occupied Boston and, persuaded by Lord 

Dunmore's proclamation offering freedom to slaves who join his counterrevolutionary Royal Ethiopian Regiment, Octavian and his friends soon find themselves 

engaged in naval raids on the Virginia coastline as the Revolutionary War breaks out in full force. 

2009 Honor The Disreputable History of   E. Lockhart   YA Lockhart 

  Frankie Landau-Banks  
Sophomore Frankie starts dating senior Matthew Livingston, but when he refuses to talk about the all-male secret society that he and his friends belong to, Frankie 

infiltrates the society in order to enliven their mediocre pranks.  

2009 Honor Nation       Terry Pratchett  YA Pratchett 
After a devastating tsunami destroys all that they have ever known, Mau, an island boy, and Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, together with a small band of 

refugees, set about rebuilding their community and all the things that are important in their lives.  

2009 Honor Tender Morsels    Margo Lanagan  YA Lanagan 
A young woman who has endured unspeakable cruelties is magically granted a safe haven apart from the real world and allowed to raise her two daughters in this 

alternate reality, until the barrier between her world and the real one begins to break down. 

 

2008 Winner The White Darkness    Geraldine McCaughrean YA McCaughrean 

Taken to Antarctica by the man she thinks of as her uncle for what she believes to be a vacation, Symone--a troubled fourteen year old--discovers that he is 

dangerously obsessed with seeking Symme's Hole, an opening that supposedly leads into the center of a hollow Earth. 

2008 Honor Dreamquake:  Book Two of the  Elizabeth Knox  YA Knox 

  Dreamhunter Duet 
Aided by her family and her creation, Nown, Laura investigates the powerful Regulatory Body's involvement in mysterious disappearances and activities and learns, 

in the process, the true nature of the Place in which dreams are found. 

2008 Honor One Whole and Perfect Day   Judith Clarke   YA Clarke 
As her irritating family prepares to celebrate her grandfather's eightieth birthday, sixteen-year-old Lily yearns for just one whole perfect day together. 

2008 Honor Repossessed     A. M. Jenkins   YA Jenkins 
A fallen angel, tired of being unappreciated while doing his pointless, demeaning job, leaves Hell, enters the body of a seventeen-year-old boy, and tries to 

experience the full range of human feelings before being caught and punished, while the boy's family and friends puzzle over his changed behavior. 

2008 Honor Your Own, Sylvia:    Stephanie Hemphill  Juvenile PS 3608 .E49 .Y68 2007 

  A Verse Portrait of Sylvia Plath 
The author interprets the people, events, influences and art that made up the brief life of Sylvia Plath. 
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2007 Winner American Born Chinese   Gene Luen Yang  YA Yang 
Alternates three interrelated stories about the problems of young Chinese Americans trying to participate in the popular culture. Presented in comic book format. 

2007 Honor The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing,  M. T. Anderson  YA Anderson 

Traitor to the Nation; v. 1:  The Pox Party 
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as 

part of a science experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. 

2007 Honor An Abundance of Katherines   John Green   YA Green 
Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, recent high school graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip 

with his best friend to try to find some new direction in life while also trying to create a mathematical formula to explain his relationships. 

2007 Honor Surrender     Sonya Hartnett  YA Hartnett 
As he is dying, a twenty-year-old man known as Gabriel recounts his troubled childhood and his strange relationship with a dangerous counterpart named Finnigan. 

2007 Honor The Book Thief    Markus Zusak   YA Zusak 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help 

sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors. 

 

2006 Winner Looking for Alaska    John Green   YA Green 
Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the search for answers 

about life and death after a fatal car crash. 

2006 Honor Black Juice     Margo Lanagan  YA Lanagan 
Provides glimpses of the dark side of civilization and the beauty of the human spirit through ten short stories that explore significant moments in people's lives, events 

leading to them, and their consequences. 

2006 Honor I Am the Messenger    Markus Zusak   YA Zusak 
A girl's struggle amid the African AIDS pandemic, Chanda, is an astonishingly perceptive girl living in the small city of Bonang, a fictional city in Southern Africa. 

2006 Honor John Lennon:  All I Want Is The Truth: Elizabeth Partridge  Juvenile ML 3930 .L34 .P37 2005 

A Biography 
The story of one of rock's biggest legends, from his birth during a 1940 World War II air raid on Liverpool, through his turbulent childhood and teen years, to his 

celebrated life writing, recording, and performing with the Beatles and beyond. 

2006 Honor A Wreath for Emmett Till   Marilyn Nelson  Juvenile PS 3573 .A4795 .W73 2005 
Presents fifteen interlinked sonnets to pay tribute to Emmitt Till, a fourteen-year-old African American boy who was lynched in Mississippi in 1955 for supposedly 

whistling at a white woman, and whose murderers were acquitted. 

 

2005 Winner How I Live Now    Meg Rosoff   YA Rosoff 
To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New York City, fifteen-year-old Daisy goes to England to stay with her aunt and cousins, with whom she instantly 

bonds, but soon war breaks out and rips apart the family while devastating the land. 

2005 Honor Airborn     Kenneth Oppel  YA Oppel 
Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged 

creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface. 

2005 Honor Chanda’s Secrets    Allan Stratton   YA Stratton 
A girl's struggle amid the African AIDS pandemic, Chanda, is an astonishingly perceptive girl living in the small city of Bonang, a fictional city in Southern Africa. 

2005 Honor Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy Gary D. Schmidt  YA Schmidt 
In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, nearby island 

community founded by former slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a tourist spot. 
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2004 Winner The First Part Last    Angela Johnson  YA Johnson 
Bobby's carefree teenage life changes forever when he becomes a father and must care for his adored baby daughter. 
2004 Honor A Northern Light    Jennifer Donnelly  YA Donnelly 
In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a writer against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer inn where she 

discovers the truth about the death of a guest. Based on a true story. 

2004 Honor Keesha’s House    Helen Frost   YA Frost 
Seven teens facing such problems as pregnancy, closeted homosexuality, and abuse each describe in poetic forms what caused them to leave home and where they 

found home again. 

2004 Honor Fat Kid Rules the World   K. L. Going   YA Going 
Seventeen-year-old Troy, depressed, suicidal, and weighing nearly 300 pounds, gets a new perspective on life when a homeless teenager who is a genius on guitar 

wants Troy to be the drummer in his rock band. 

2004 Honor The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things  Carolyn Mackler  YA Mackler 
Feeling like she does not fit in with the other members of her family, who are all thin, brilliant, and good-looking, fifteen-year-old Virginia tries to deal with her self-

image, her first physical relationship, and her disillusionment with some of the people closest to her.  

 

2003 Winner Postcards from No Man’s Land  Aidan Chambers  YA Chambers 
Alternates between two stories--comtemporarily, seventeen-year-old Jacob visits a daunting Amsterdam at the request of his English grandmother--and historically, 

nineteen-year-old Geertrui relates her experience of British soldiers's attempts to liberate Holland from its German occupation. 

2003 Honor The House of the Scorpion   Nancy Farmer   YA Farmer 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patrón, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled 

between Mexico and the United States. 

2003 Honor My Heartbeat     Garrett Freymann-Weyr YA Weyre 
As she tries to understand the closeness between her older brother and his best friend, fourteen-year-old Ellen finds her relationship with each of them changing. 

2003 Honor Hole In My Life    Jack Gantos   PS 3557 .A5197 .Z468 2002  
The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, all the 

while hoping to become a writer. 

 

2002 Winner A Step from Heaven    An Na    YA Na 
A young Korean girl and her family find it difficult to learn English and adjust to life in America. 

2002 Honor The Ropemaker    Peter Dickinson  YA Dicksonson 
When the magic that protects their Valley starts to fail, Tilja and her companions journey into the evil Empire to find the ancient magician Faheel, who originally 

cast those spells. 

2002 Honor Freewill     Chris Lynch   YA Lynch 
A teenager trying to recover from the tragic death of his father and stepmother believes himself to be responsible for the rash of teen suicides occurring in his town. 

2002 Honor True Believer     Virginia Euwer Wolff  YA Wolff 
Living in the inner city amidst guns and poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn learns from old and new friends, and inspiring mentors, that life is what you make it--an 

occasion to rise to.  This is the second novel in the author’s “Make Lemonade” trilogy. 

2002 Honor Heart to Heart:     Jan Greenberg   Berry Poetry Juvenile PS 595 .A75 .H43 2001 

New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art 
A compilation of poems by Americans writing about American art in the twentieth century, including such writers as Nancy Willard, Jane Yolen, and X.J. Kennedy. 
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2001 Winner Kit’s Wilderness    David Almond  YA Almond 
Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying coal mining town of Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and the town haunted by 

ghosts of the past. 

2001 Honor Many Stones     Carolyn Coman  YA Coman 
After her sister Laura is murdered in South Africa, Berry and her estranged father travel there to participate in the dedication of a memorial in her name. 

2001 Honor The Body of Christopher Creed  Carol Plum-Ucci  YA Plum-Ucci 
Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly perfect life, struggles with doubts and questions surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the class outcast. 

2001 Honor Angus, Thongs and Full-Frontal Snogging: Louise Rennison  YA Rennison 

  Confessions of Georgia Nicolson 
Presents the humorous journal of a year in the life of a fourteen-year-old British girl who tries to reduce the size of her nose, stop her mad cat from terrorizing the 

neighborhood animals, and win the love of handsome hunk Robbie. 

2001 Honor Stuck In Neutral    Terry Trueman  YA Trueman 
Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, 

especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him. 

 

2000 Winner Monster     Walter Dean Myers  YA Myers 
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he 

tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken. 

2000 Honor Skellig      David Almond   Juvenile Fiction Almond 
Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old house, Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is 

something like a bird and something like an angel. 

2000 Honor Speak      Laurie Halse Anderson YA Anderson 
A traumatic event near the end of the summer has a devastating effect on Melinda's freshman year in high school. 

2000 Honor Hard Love     Ellen Wittlinger  YA Wittlinger 
After starting to publish a zine in which he writes his secret feelings about his lonely life and his parents' divorce, sixteen-year-old John meets an unusual girl and 

begins to develop a healthier personality. 


